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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This communication is in response to Applicant's amendment filed April 1 1 , 2006. 
Claims 23-34 and 47-60 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 23-26, 30, 34, 53 and 56 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
With respect to claim 23, in lines 7 and 8, replace "deframe from a second format" with — 

deframe the data signal from a second format--. 

With respect to claim 25, in lines 1-2, replace "wherein to synchronize the data signal 
comprises adding a set of stuffing bits to the data signal" with —wherein the receiving unit to 
synchronize the data signal comprises adding a set of stuffing bits to the data signal--. 

With respect to claim 30, in lines 1-2, replace "wherein to synchronize the first and 
second signal comprises adding a set of stuffing bits to the first and second signal" with — 
wherein the first and second receiving unit to synchronize the first and second signal comprises 
adding a set of stuffing bits to the first and second signal--. 

With respect to claim 34, in lines 1-2, replace "wherein the synchronize the first and 
second signal comprises adding a set of stuffing bits to the first and second signal" with — 
wherein the first and second receiving unit to synchronize the first and second signal comprises 
adding a set of stuffing bits to the first and second signal--. 

With respect to claim 53, in line 4, replace "the domain clock" with —the clock signal--. 
Herein, the rates of the signals are compared against and not the domain clock. 
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With respect to claim 56, in lines 1-2, replace "wherein to synchronize the first and 
second signal comprises adding a set of stuffing bits to the first and second signal" with — 
wherein the first and second receiving unit to synchronize the first and second signal comprises 
adding a set of stuffing bits to the first and second signal--. 

Claim 24 and 26 are objected for the reasons as set forth in objected independent claim 

23. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 47-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non- statutory subject matter. 

With respect to claim 47, "A machine-readable medium" recited in line 1 is directed to a 
non-statutory subject matter. According to paragraph 107 on page 46, "Such computers store 
and communicate . . . using machine-readable media . . . acoustical or other form of propagated 
signals (e.g., carrier waves, infrared signals, digital signals, etc.)" Herein, the machine -readable 
medium is a signal. A signal claim does not fall within any statutory category. Therefore, it is a 
non- statutory subject matter. 

Claims 48 and 49 are rejected for the same reasons as set forth in rejected independent 
claim 47. 
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4. Claims 47-49 and 58-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as not falling within one of the 
four statutory categories of invention. While the claims recite a series of steps or acts to be 
performed, a statutory "process" under 35 U.S.C. 101 must (1) be tied to another statutory 
category (such as a particular apparatus), or (2) transform underlying subject matter (such as an 
article or material) to a different state or thing (Reference the May 15, 2008 memorandum issued 
by Deputy Commissioner for Patent Examining Policy, John J. Love, titled "Clarification of 
'Processes' under 35 U.S.C. 101"). The instant claims neither transform underlying subject 
matter nor positively tie to another statutory category that accomplishes the claimed method 
steps, and therefore do not quality as a statutory process. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 23-26 contain the allowable subject matter but objected to for minor informalities. 
Claims 27-29, 31-33, 50-52, 54-55, and 57 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 23-34 and 47-60 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
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MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANH-VU H. LY whose telephone number is (571)272-3175. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Trost can be reached on 571-272-7872. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to 
the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 



/Anh-Vu H Ly/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2416 



